The Froud Centre and Islamic Circles

The Froud Centre is a multi-purpose community facility where people of all abilities, ages, cultures and faiths come to learn, share experiences, socialise and play. With Aston-Mansfield Charities Trust and St. Michael's Church as two of its main partners, the centre commits its resources and energies into working with the local community of Newham. Aston-Mansfield Charities Trust seeks to respond to the needs and expectations of the east end of London and is committed to tackle issues of poverty, deprivation, racism and powerlessness in Newham.

Islamic Circles is a community-based initiative that has been running at the Froud Centre since January 2001. Islamic lectures and Arabic classes are held on a weekly basis, with a wide range of other regular events and activities also organised. These include short courses, seminars, workshops on issues relevant to the Muslim community, social gatherings like Eid parties, matrimonial services and events and much more. There is also a bazaar, - Islamic bookstalls, gift stalls, frame stalls, food stalls and information stalls.

Through renting space at the Froud Centre to Islamic Circles relationships have been built which have led to: Christian speakers being invited to talk to Islamic Circles about Christianity; a large community meeting being hosted by Muslims after 7/7 together with a community barbeque; and inter-leaved Bible and Koran studies where groups of Christians and Muslims have together studied the Bible one week and the Koran the next. Revd. Brian Lewis, Vicar of St Michael’s Church says that their initiative in working with Islamic Circles is about building friendship, trust and understanding in local communities because you never know when you might need it.
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